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FROM  THE  EDITOR’S  DESK 

�
       It was great seeing several of 
you at the Retirees’ Retreat.  It was 
so good to welcome several new 
couples and the return of others.  
(See Retiress’ Retreat Report on 
page 14  Everyone had a great time. 
 
We thank our reporters for meeting a slightly earlier 
deadline this quarter.  Please find ways to thank 
each of our reporters for the special ministry they 
perform.  Read some of our reader’s comments 
below, including family and friends who read our 
on-line color version of this newsletter at 
  memphis-umc.org  
We hope the fall months will be good ones for you 
and that you stay healthy.   
������ � � � ��������������������������

 
 
 

Eddie Walton (Olive Branch, MS) writes: “What 
a great job you do with the newsletter.  
THANKS !”  
 
We’ve been intrigued by the number of people in 
scattered places who have read our electronic 
newsletter at memphis-umc.org.  We’ve had 
expressions of appreciation from folks scattered 
far and wide: 
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Dick and Fran Flick, Vero Beach, FL, write:  
“[We] are thoroughly enjoying three month-old 

Lauryn and 3 
year-old Landon. 
(Praise the Lord, 
it seems the 
terrible two's 
have passed!)  
What a blessing 
to visit with our 
former parsonage  

 neighbors/good friends from KY while they were 
in Orlando recently! It's always good to 'catch up' 
with distant friends and parishioners.  We miss the 
cooler fall weather and beautiful colored fall 
foliage!!  Priorities take precedence.  Thanks again, 
Russell and Carroll, for such an informative and 
connective ministry to the retired community!!! 
 
 PARIS-McKENZIE  AREA  NEWS 

Jacque Stricker– Reporter 
 
Covie Byars is doing as well as 
possible. Her children come in and out, 
but never enough. (We can all relate to that.)  Covie 
said her uncle (he is 6 years older than she) and his 
wife came up from Mississippi to see her, bringing 
a beautiful vase with a red rose in it.  It really 
touched her for them to not only come to see her, 
but to bring a small remembrance gift.  We could all 
learn from such a small gesture. 

Richard and Mary Jane King  are getting ready to 
go to Lake Junaluska for choir fest.  They really 
enjoyed the one in July.  (I think that is why I was 
unable to reach them in July).  Mary Jane said 
Richard is doing well.  So far his blood work and 
check-up’s are all good. 
 
Paul and Anna McAdoo – Paul held a Revival at 
Oak Hill Union Church a couple of weeks ago.  
Paul and Anna’s church performed with other 
churches at Paris First Church. The family is doing 
well.  Connie had thyroid surgery and everything is 
progressing well. Emily is doing her student 
teaching in Murfreesboro (you can tell they are 
proud of their children and 
grandchildren). Paul 
provided some of the 
entertainment at the 
Retiree’s Retreat on 
October 6th.   
 
Lockie Smith – Marcelle and her husband have 
been living in Tennessee for about six months now.  
They have purchased a small house while their 
bigger house is being built in Waverly on a bluff.  
They are excited, but Lockie is going to miss them 
being in her home.  I asked how Camille was doing 
and Lockie said “pretty good.”  In the background, 
Camille said “not so hot!”  Lockie said that’s what 
she tells everybody.  Marcelle and her husband take 
Lockie to eat with the church group on Friday’s at 
the fish place in Camden.  (I’ve been hearing about 
that recently, so may have to check it out!)  While 
Marcelle has been staying with Lockie, they usually 
go out nearly every Sunday for dinner. 
Lockie said Carroll and Russell are doing an 
excellent job with the News and Views and she 
really enjoys reading about what everyone is doing.  
(Since Carroll and Russell doing this willingly, we 
owe them a great big “THANK YOU!”) 
 
Harold and Jacque Stricker are doing really well.  
Harold hasn’t fallen lately so now I don’t have any 
thing to really talk about.  Oh!  We have a puppy 
(an inside dog) and that’s MY news.  It keeps me 
busy and is very entertaining.  It’s been about 20 
years since we had an indoor dog and it’s amazing 
what you forget!  But speaking from experience, IT 
ALL COMES BACK!  Our garden is pretty well 
over and I am ready!  Harold still has lawn work (I 
am busy taking care of a puppy). We had our family 
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reunion here over Labor Day and hope to continue 
having it here as long as we are able.  The younger 
children make a mud pit and they enjoy playing in it 
(makes the reunion a little different from the other 
times we get together, as we try for about once a 
month when our oldest daughter comes from East 
Tennessee). Harold is an 
interim pastor so he’s keeping 
busy.  Except for church work 
and yard work and anything 
else that “pops up,” that’s 
about our life in a nutshell.  
Harold has been behaving 
himself so I can’t come up with any stories.  [Editor’s 
Note:  See Tidbits for an update on Harold’s fall in the last 
newsletter and how Jacque fared as a result!] 
 
Ozella Sykes’ daughter Donna was here from 
August 3rd until September 13th staying at her 
Mom’s and with her sister, Vita.  Donna is living in 
Mississippi.  One day last month, Vita took Donna 
and Ozella to the Winery on Hwy. 641, then went 
on to Camden, saw Lakeshore (and all the new 
cabins and swimming area) and on up to Pilot 
Knob.  On their way back they stopped in Camden 
for fish dinner.  Lane had a check up September 14th 
and everything is going as well as can be expected. 
Ozella’s television went out about a week ago, and 
with her eyesight the way it is, television is about 
all she can do.  She went to the Senior Citizens’ 
lunch yesterday and hopes to continue that regularly 
now that her hip is doing better.  All of her family is 
doing pretty good now.    
 
Joe Walker and Bernice - Bernice said she and Joe 
“haven’t done anything exciting.”  Right now she is 
going to Jackson for shots in her eye.  They are 
hoping it helps.   
 
Zada Russ- When I called Zada, she had to call me 
back as she was talking with her son.  He was 
giving her an update on her 5 week-old great- 
grandson who was in the hospital in Truman, 
Arkansas.  They had done a spinal tap and that had 

come back clear, but he was hooked 
up to IV’s and needed tests run and 
prayers. The later part of  August, 
Zada went to Biloxi, Mississippi, for 
her brother and sister-in-laws’ 50th 
Anniversary.  Zada’s oldest son was 
the ring bearer for their wedding.  

She goes with Becky to Nashville every couple of 
weeks for her grandson, John.  Keep them in your 
prayers, also.  Zada has been under the weather 
with sinus and they have found lesions in her lungs.  
She does what she can and is thankful for all the 
prayers for her and her family.  
�
���������		
���	
	���������������
����
��	������	�
���
�

����
���������	������
�	����������	

��������
 

JACKSON  AREA #2 
Ida Holmes – Reporter 

   
Betty and Tommy Bullock are again 
involved in active ministry at Dyer.  
The summer was especially gratifying 
with a successful fund raiser for an addition to the 
church.   Tommy had a special joy counseling a 
candidate for ordained ministry—a member’s son 
who is coming from another denomination.  In 
August their attention focused on their 
granddaughter’s accident.  An automobile ran over 
her foot and ankle forcing her to ride a scooter 
everywhere including her first year of college.  She 
now has her boot off.     
  
Jack Dickerson reports all is about the same.  He  

goes to Maplewood Nursing 
Homes almost daily to help Sarah 
with her meals.  His daughter, 
Laura, a nurse who lives in 
Colorado, visited this summer and 
helped with Sarah’s care.  Another 
daughter who lives in Huntington 

comes frequently to help him. 
  
Jayne and Wayne Fesmire’s main activity this 
summer was keeping up with their lawn and 
garden.  Wayne, a master gardener, regularly 
advises friends and neighbors about feeding and 
pruning plants.  This summer, Jayne endured 
endless scans and tests for a persistent lung 
problem.  She reports that “we are doing fine for old 
folks.”   
  
JoAnn and Walter Mischke spent time this 
summer re-roofing and painting their cabin on 
Mockingbird Hill at Lakeshore.  Walter and his 
sons, Steve and Phillip, watched the University of 
Memphis and Ole Miss launch the 2009 football 
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season.  They would have enjoyed the match more 
if the outcome had been different!   
  
Jean Penny and her sons’ families spent Labor Day  
weekend at Cades Cove in the 
Smoky Mountains.  They had a 
great time.  She continues to 
enjoy volunteering at Northside 
Church and tending her 
vegetable garden.   
  
Margaret Simons and her extended family had a 
Labor Day weekend reunion in Jackson.  Most 
family members were present.  They came from 
Austin, Houston, and Plano, TX, LaGrange, GA, 
and Greenville, TN.   
  
Marge and Bill Vaughan remained at home this 
summer except for a short trip to Nashville for 
dinner with friends.  Bill is enjoying his new 
pastoral assignment to Center Ridge near 
Lexington.  Marge celebrated a birthday September 
27.  She refuses to reveal how old she is.   
  

Brady Whitehead had another great 
time teaching at Emory’s Course of 
Study in July.  In September, he taught 
the Religion in Life Sunday School at 
First United Methodist Church. Class 
members gave great reports about it.    

  
Ida and Jim Holmes stayed home this summer 
enjoying friends, gardening, and reading.  Ida spent 
time preparing to work with an after-school 
program sponsored by our church.  Jim has 
completed his manuscript “Wedding Memories,” 
which reports interesting, unusual, and bizarre 
things that occurred in weddings he performed.   
  

 
JACKSON  AREA  #1 
Ann Archer - Reporter 

 
Had a nice conversation with Lula 
Bingham.   Over Labor Day 
weekend, she visited in Shreveport with her 
daughter, Betsy.  The  main topic for this visit was 
wedding plans for Betsy's daughter, Emily.  Emily 
will be getting married in Baltimore on Nov. 7. Lula 
will fly to Baltimore on the 5th for  the wedding and 

all the festivities.  She is looking forward to this 
exciting occasion. 
  
Paul and Mary Douglass recently spent a few days 
in Destin and then a few days at Panama City 
Beach.  It was extra special to spend time with their 
daughter who was spending a few days at Panama 
Beach, also, so they enjoyed the trip very much. 
    
Carroll and Russell Gallimore had a busy summer 
supplying pulpits in Chester, Crockett and McNairy 

Counties.  They’re taking a 
fall foliage trip to the New 
England states this month. 
Russell won two Gold medals 
(basketball hot-shot contest 
and shuffleboard singles) and 

a Silver (basketball 3-point shooting, 5 out-of 10) in 
State Senior Olympics in Franklin in July, and 
finished 4th in shuffleboard doubles and horseshoes.   
 
I talked a few minutes with Paul Phillips.  He said 
he was doing very well since 
Kathleen’s death.  He enjoys 
spending time with the 
grandchildren.  In fact, Sophia was 
celebrating her 3rd birthday the day I 
called. 
  
Sara McClarin reported that she and Bill  are doing 
well.  They have recently visited  some of their 
former churches.  The Northside  Church is 
enjoying their new addition of Sunday school 
rooms, fellowship hall, kitchen, etc. 
  
John and I find ourselves rather busy lately.  Like 
many other retirees, John is serving churches again. 
He assumed duties of the Gates Circuit after the 
death of Joe Johnson.  This is home territory for us, 
especially me.  The Concord Church is my home 
church.  I still have a brother and many cousins 
there.  I started first grade at Forked Deer (that’s 
where Eureka is).  We moved to the Concord 
community  and I attended Gates school and then 
on to Halls High.  Lots of those folks are still 
around.  We are enjoying it.  It's rather busy with 3 
services on Sunday morning and a Bible study on 
Sunday night. 
  
I was unable to reach Ruby Crockett.   Hope she 
and Martin are well. 
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MEMPHIS AREA #2 
Charlotte Comes – Reporter 

�
 
With the ending of the siege of rain, we 

welcomed cooler weather with pleasure.  The day of 
Autumnal Equinox just seemed to herald the onset of 
fall. Now we can sit back and watch the colors of the 
trees change right before our eyes.  A painted landscape 
always thrills our hearts. 
 
Speaking of painting, when I talked to Becky McRae, 
she was headed for a meeting with the “Artist Link”.  
Having enjoyed displaying her paintings and art work 
over the Memphis area recently, she now hopes to 
broaden her horizons to a wider base of interest in art 
within this organization.  We eagerly await the next 
showing of her art. Frank, as usual, is still enjoying 
retirement (working only a few days a week).  Don’t you 
know how beautiful their home and surroundings will be 
this fall.  Frank led the Invocation at former Mayor 
W.W. Herenton’s Farewell Reception on July 30.  
The Mayor referred to him as “a giant of a man.” 
 
Jim DeBardeleben told me that Pat’s mother is doing 
well but just not bouncing back from her recent set- 
back.  We wish her well.  Jim relates that everything is 
going well with them in Eads and he still enjoys 
preaching in the “country.”  Trinity always did produce 
great preachers. 
 
You can count on Tommy and Sandra Cook having a 
great time doing something.  This time, their adorable 9th 
grade granddaughter, Liz Bobo, came for a week’s visit.  
She expressed her desire to “eat out a lot” and go 
shopping for high school things. Sounds just like a 
teenager, doesn’t it?  Tommy thoroughly enjoyed his 
recent 59th Jackson Central High School reunion at 
Chickasaw State Park.  The weather was beautiful and 
the dining hall was decorated beautifully.   
 
Joyce and Bob Cole were pushed into having to replace 
their roof at home in Lakeland.  The most recent 

storm played havoc with the old one. 
Thanks to a recommendation from 
their nephew, a reputable company 
will be able to make the 
replacement in pleasant weather.  
Joyce is doing “so-so”  trying to 

beef up some energy zapped by her medications.  We 
can all relate to that, huh?  Their son, Chip, has been 
diagnosed with possible Crohn’s disease and 
Fibromyalgia.  He is on medical leave until the first of 
the year, but this doesn’t keep him from pressing on and 

enjoying a bit of work at Dino’s Restaurant on McLean 
Blvd. in Memphis. 
 
Having had a recent hip replacement, 
Everett Roseberry has found new life in 
“them thar bones” and is back to normal, 
exercising, driving, going everywhere 
but steering clear of  the Flu in 
Mississippi until it is completely gone and he can return 
to see his son there.  His is still enjoying Waverly 
Gardens, his new home. 
 
There is always a joy in your heart when you talk to 
Mary Lou Wilson .  She stays busy and is looking 
forward to her daughter, Susan, coming from Maine for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Son, Danny, lives near 
enough to visit often, which is a blessing. They will all 
enjoy being together for both holidays.  
 
As for the Comeses, well, George and Charlotte are 
sitting in the sun on the balcony of the condo in Destin at 
this very moment viewing Gulf of Mexico, sunbathers, 
sunsets and a lot of boats.  This is where we will be for 
the entire month of October.  Can you imagine anything 
more delightful?  Wish you all could come down for a 
visit with us. We must interject that we recently attended 
the Final Concert of the Vocal Arts Ensemble and were 
enthralled with the most gorgeous music ever heard.  It 
seems such a shame to bring the 19 year old group to an 
end.  

����������	
����
������������������	�
�

����������	�������  

 
MEMPHIS AREA  #4 
Shirley Lynn, Reporter 

 
Elton and Billie Jean Baker report 
they are now doing as well as usual.  
However, Elton was in the hospital 
with a heart attack.  Elton said he’d just celebrated 
his 92nd birthday, so he’s glad to be back in his 
routine. 
 
Evelyn Brady says she has had good news in that 
she has found another doctor after hers of twenty-
one years recently moved away. The new doctor 
scored a lot of points with Evelyn when, after her 
initial exam, he pronounced her “in good health!”  
“And, said Evelyn, “he did not add the usual ‘for 
your age!’” 
 
Frank and Betty Grace Bulle have just returned 
from a trip to Pennsylvania Amish Country with a 
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visit to Gettysburg and then Niagara Falls.  Frank 
reports the Falls were especially beautiful and the 
whole vacation was great. 
 
Jerry and Martha Ann Corlew  were not at home 
when I called.  Maybe we’ll get a report next time 
on their August cruise. 
 
Richard Hackleman reports his big project lately 
has been replacing the roof on his house.  He is no 
stranger to home ownership duties since he had 
previously owned homes prior to his parsonage 
days and the itinerancy.  Many of us can relate. 
 
Bettye Jo Masters was out when I called.  
However, I can report she had gone to the St. 

Luke’s retreat in Shelby Forest 
that weekend.  Bettye Joe 
organized the intergenerational 
retreat for the congregation.  I 
heard it was great!  Even the 
Memphis rain stopped for 
those two days!!  I say woe 
unto any cloud that would rain 
on Bettye Jo’s hard work!  
With her left hand, she is 

teaching Adult Sunday school, a Bible study, and 
overseeing the relocation of many artifacts and 
displays belonging to Christ Church to St. Luke’s. 
 
Fred and Shirley Morton are doing all right.  
Shirley’s back fracture is improving.  Her regular 
kidney dialysis continues, and diabetes must always 
be managed.  But she handles all that with great 
spirit and goes to church every Sunday.  Fred is 
doing some writing.  He is presently working on a 

biography of his brother for the 40th 
anniversary of his death.  A graduate of 
the Air Force Academy and a member 
of Highland Heights UMC, his brother 

was killed in Vietnam in 1969.  
Growing up at Highland Heights in the 

war years will be another theme of Fred’s book.  
Fred says his writing is for the family, but sounds 
like something that lots would want to read. 
 
Jim and Ruth Mulroy  are excited their 
granddaughter Becca will be teaching in France for 
the coming school term.  She will come home just a 
month before her wedding June 26 at Germantown 
UMC.  Their grandson is enjoying living in 

Nashville and working full time as he studies for his 
Master’s.  The Mulroys send greetings to all of us. 
 
Mary Ann Sturdivant  reports she is doing well 
and has no real news. 
 
Bill and Anna Walker  were not reached.  Hope to 
hear from them next time. 
 
Your reporter  had a great week in New Mexico in 
July with some meaningful spiritual retreat time 
plus some great 
sightseeing and 

tons of fun.  Have 
lots of pictures:  
beautiful 
mountain sunsets, 
the Rio Grand 
Gorge �������� �	
�����
and 5 women 
preachers (only one under 60) in bathing suits in a 
mineral mud bath in a spa near Santa Fe. (The 
rumor some of these are being auctioned on E-Bay 
is entirely false!  Don’t believe it!! 

 
 

 MEMHIS AREA #1 
Reporters – Bev and Joyce 

Farnsworth 

Luther and Jean Clark - I 
talked to Jean. She said there is nothing special to 
report. She cannot walk now.  Luther fell last week 
and will go to the doctor to get checked out.  

Larry and Valerie Jarvis  - Larry said he has 
finally resigned at Gratitude.  He is now free to 
pursue some of the interests he has. His family is 
doing well and they are expecting another 
grandchild. 

We were unable to reach Bill and Patty Franklin  
because their phone is no longer in service. If any 
one knows how to reach them, please let me know. 

Bill and Nancy Hart - Bill said the four 
grandchildren would be arriving soon for them to 
keep for awhile. He has been attending workshops 
to learn how to use his new Apple computer and 
digital camera. He is interested in doing some top 

'
���,��	���	
�.
��� ���� ���
�,����� �
�
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quality movies. He and Nancy are enjoying 
attending the Broadway Musicals at the Orpheum. 
He enjoys working with Emmaus prison ministries. 
At present he is working on the 50th .high school 
reunion at Central High School. 

Tom Hicks is not doing much these days. Recently, 
he visited his daughter in Chattanooga. On Oct.24th, 
he and his daughter, Mary Helen, are planning to 
visit his cousin in Tucson, Arizona. 

We were unable to reach Alice Morrison  as her 
phone is no longer in service. 

Joe and Mary Ann Piercey are enjoying life and 
caring for their great-granddaughter. They keep her 
several days a week. He says you know you are 
getting old when you have great-grandchildren. He 
and Mary Ann attend Colonial UMC where they are 
co-ordinators of their homecare ministry. 

Charlie and Marge Stewart - Marge has been in 
the hospital but is home now. She had a mini-stroke 
that temporarily affected her speech. She has been 
in therapy and is presently doing all right. Charlie 
now has to do the housework. They are close to 
their S. S. Class at Colonial Park. They appreciate 
the ministry of the church with them at this time. 

Elton Watlington  is doing well and enjoying 
attending St. Luke’s. On Sept. 23, he and his two 
brothers, Paul and Herman, 
went to Washington, DC, on a 
free honor flight as part of a 
WWII Veterans Group to visit 
the national war memorials and 
Arlington National Cemetery.   
He served 15 months with the 
army in occupied Japan. He enjoyed the trip and 
being with the group. It was a very congenial group. 
Wheelchairs were provided for those in need of 
them.  Elton, now 83, and his seven brothers served 
their country in WWII and all eight returned safely. 
John re-enlisted and was killed in the Korean War 
in 1950.  After the war, Elton and wife Janice 
served as missionaries in Peru for 17 years, 
returning to serve churches until retirement in 1987.  

 Bev and Joyce Farnsworth - In August, we spent 
two weeks with our son Michael in Anderson, SC, 
and one week in Highlands, NC. Bev will be 

preaching 3 Sundays in Oct. at St. Stephen. We 
have just received some good news about our son 
Michael who is fighting liver cancer. The 
chemotherapy has shrunk the tumors enough so that 
he will be given a relatively new treatment of 
radiation seeds to the liver. With this treatment, we 
are hopeful that it will completely destroy the 
cancer. 

PADUCAH  AREA �
Vida McClure – Reporter  

E-mail:  vmcclure1227@att.net 

or phone:  270-653-3352 
Seasons follow seasons and in each one God 
supplies a special blessing.  The mornings are so 
refreshing with the crispness of the autumn air. Yes, 
autumn has come for 2009.  Rejoice and enjoy the 
beauty.  Reports from the  Paducah District are 
as follows: 
 
Donnie and Nancy Harden were on the road from 
late May until the latter part of September – earning 
‘extra greenbacks’ to recover from storm damages.  
It seems that Donnie and Nancy have found interest 
in the same writer as Phillip and I have – Dave 
Ramsey.  Some of you will recognize that name as 
being a syndicated radio talk-show host.  Donnie 
and Nancy attended one of his seminars in Atlanta, 
Georgia, a few weeks ago.  On September 26, 
Donnie had a ‘blast’ renewing ole friendships as he 
and Nancy attended Donnie’s 40th Dyersburg High 
School reunion. While in Dyersburg, they were 
blessed as they celebrated Donnie’s mother’s 83rd 
birthday. So much for time off – it is back to the 
road again for the Hardens – until November!  Plans 
are being made to attend Nancy’s nephew’s 
wedding in Mobile, Alabama, the last part of Dec. 
  
Kathleen Phillips Mathis reported that even with 
the winter storm, God has blessed them with a 
fruitful orchard.  (If you are in the Mayfield area, 
you might drop by to get your fresh apple cider.  It 
is really good.  Vida)  Kathleen 
planned to leave October 5th for the 
area of Las Vegas.  She quickly told 
me she did not expect to do any 
‘gambling’ but did want to say she 
had been there to see all the lights 
and glitter.  More than the glitter of Las Vegas,  she 
was looking forward to seeing the Grand Canyon.  
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Her son, his wife and his wife’s mother will be 
making the trip with her.  Her husband, Coleland, 
said he was all for keeping his feet planted on God’s 
green earth – flying and cruising were not for him.  
After Kathleen returns from the west, she and 
Coleland are planning a trip to Gatlinburg.  
 
Lynn Humpston reported “I really don’t have 
anything to report.” Come on, Lynn! I find that hard 
to believe. In my wildest dream, I cannot image you 
sitting around doing nothing!!  Maybe, but -------. 
 
Fred and Lou French report that they seem to be 
keeping a number of MDs in business and making 
their mortgage payments!  (Wonder if MDs’ bank 
accounts would drop much if it weren’t for us  
Older Adults!  Oh, well, somebody has to keep them 
busy and I for one am glad they are around!  Vida)  
Fred indicated their medical issues were nothing 
desperate since his new (second) hip replacement.  
Fred made a one-day trip to Huntsville to visit with 
his brother, John, who has been ill.  On his return 
trip home, he stopped and visited with his 
grandchildren, Hannah and Ella, as well as his 
daughter-in-law, Jennifer. Lebanon, where Fred is 
pastoring, is preparing for an unusually joyful 
Homecoming as they host Reverends L.A. Doyle, 
II,  and III (III is now in Shelbyville, TN and will be 
introduced by II, who’s retired in TN.) Grandpa’s 
Legacy will be providing bluegrass music which 
will include a bagpipe rendition of Amazing Grace.  
Think it could get any better than THAT??? (But 
Fred, when is this great event happening?  You 
didn’t tell us that.  What if we want to join the fun? 
Vida) 
 
Merle and Norma Jean Thomas are sporting a 

new camper these days – the 
result of damages sustained in the 
2009 Ice Storm!  They have been 

able to use it three times so far but are looking 
forward to more use before another storm!  Since 
our last report, Norma Jean has been visited by two 
friends from her high school days. They attended 
the annual camp meeting in Illinois.  This event has 
been going on for 106 years.  (I doubt that Merle 
and Norma Jean have attended all of them!)  They 
have also visited their son in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
When I talked to Norma Jean, they were looking 
forward to their daughter’s visit (the one with the 
three adopted children plus her own).  

Agnes Butler reported the addition of a great-
granddaughter to the family. Zoey Sylver Reynolds 
was born August 25. Zoey’s mother is Agnes’ 
oldest granddaughter – known to her 
late grandfather Ben as the 
“monkey” because of her love for 
Ray Stevens.  Agnes and Lexi are 
planning a trip to Kansas City during 
fall break to see and HOLD Zoey!  All these 
wonderful times are enjoyed by Agnes while still 
adapting to life without Ben by her side to enjoy it 
with her. She continues to express love and 
appreciation to friends and churches.  Those prayers 
and her memories are the family’s resource and 
strength.  (Agnes, our love does reach out to you 
and the family.  Vida) 
 
Hank and Grace Russell will be spending this 
winter in the Paducah area, foregoing their winter 
months at the beach this year.  Their report is that 
either they have overscheduled their calendar or 
they have slowed down.  (I believe that probably is 
happening to all of us, Grace! Vida) Grace is 
having trouble with a torn rotator cuff in her right 
shoulder.  She goes to water aerobics at the church 
about five days a week.  For the last couple of 
months, she has been having therapy three days a 
week. The shoulder seems to be getting better but it 
has certainly eaten up her time schedule!  Added to 
that is the work of managing the condo 
rentals…while Grace is involved in all of that, Hank 
is not just sitting around.  He laid a brick walkway 
from the driveway to the sidewalk.  He participates 
in Sunday services at Broadway and is active in 
Sunday school, Men’s Prayer Breakfast, and 
Wednesday night activities along with a vast array 
of other activities.  Grace said he even helps her 
host PAPA Gallery from time to time.  The 
Russells, like the Frenchs and a bunch of us, also 
spend a few hours or so visiting with our medical 
teams. (Again, aren’t we glad we have them!)  On 
November 19, Hank will be celebrating his 88th 
birthday!   To add a bit of spice to their life, 
they have captured three 
raccoons and a possum on their 
deck.  They had to cover their 
chimney to keep them out since 
that was their winter home last 
year.  But they were kind to the little critters they 
captured. They called Animal Control who took 
them to a wildlife reservation – (not Grace and 
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Hank – the little critters!  Don’t want you to get the 
wrong idea.  Vida)  Hank and Grace also enjoy their 
children and grandchildren.  The weekend Grace 
sent her report to me, their son, Rusty, who has just 
returned from a preaching mission in Nepal, and his 
wife and grandbaby were visiting.  On the night of 
Rusty’s arrival, the Russells celebrated a triple 
“unbirthday” for Rusty, Mildred and Abigail who 
all have fall birthdays.  They had seventeen people 
on Saturday for a waffle brunch.  Hank is the waffle 
master of the house!  Rusty was in town for his 40th 
high school reunion.  This was the first one he had 
attended. While Rusty and his wife were partying, 
Grace and Hank had the rare opportunity of 
babysitting Abigail – their precious little one about 
to turn two!  Message from the Russells was signed 
off:  God bless all of you.  Hope you’re well into a 
fantastic fall! 

[See page 12 for Paducah News, Part II ] 
   

Alystine Hare – Reporter 

Betty Evans didn’t have much news 
to report—just really hanging in there! 
 
Tom Perkins is busy getting ready for Charge 
Conference, as I’m sure all of you still-active 
preachers are doing! 
 
Joyce and Harold McSwain have had a busy 
summer and fall. In early August, their daughter, 
Mara, and her family come from Connecticut to 
Ohio to help them get to their lake house in NC.  
They had not been there since November 2008, just 
prior to Harold’s stroke. They entertained quite a 
few friends from both NC and Alabama while they 
were there. Even though Harold could not see the 
mountains and lake, he was thrilled to be there and 
could “picture” things in his mind.  September was 
spent getting ready for a busy October, in which 
friends came from California for a few 
days and then all the family gathered 
for the weekend of October 9-11.  The 
kids planned a secret big 80th birthday 
for Joyce on October 10th.  Then on Sunday, 
October 11th, Harold was honored at the Methodist 
School in Ohio for his 25 years of service there.  

That worked-out well because both the Connecticut 
family and Hal from Florida were able to 
participate. In late October,  Joyce’s sisters, 
Alystine Hare and Phyllis DeShazo will visit the 
McSwains.  Whew!  What a busy October! 

 
Jerry and Carol Wilson welcomed 
their first great-grandchild in August 
just as Jerry was assigned to a new 
charge—Mt. Pleasant and Whiteville. 
 

Russell and Christine Reid were enjoyable to talk 
with but I’m sorry they are not doing very well. 
 
David Stuart is not well because of Vertigo.  May 
says he is “very much house-bound!” 
 
Joe and Becky Thornton feel they’re lucky to be 
alive! They were taking their son some things and 
something went very WRONG when they stopped 
for gas. Suddenly, the gas pump, truck and all 
caught fire! They were near Dalton, GA, and the 
people there were wonderful to them.  Wonder if 
they were Methodists? 
 

 
AREA-WIDE # 2 

Glenn and Jo Elliott  - 
Reporters   

 
Steve Mischke said everything is going well at 
Mortuary School in Nashville and that he will 
graduate in December and begin his apprenticeship. 
He is looking forward to full-time employment 
beyond apprenticeship. At present, he is working 
one day a week with Music City Mortuary and 
enjoys his work and fellow-employees there. He 
sends regards to all his friends in the Memphis 
Conference. 
 
Roger Henson reported that he and Sue have had a 
wonderful summer and that he feels better than he 
has felt in the last 5 or 6 years. In the second week 
of November, they plan on taking a trip to Arkansas 
where they will be staying at a Cat Rescue called 
Turpentine Creek. They discovered this place by 
accident several years ago and it has become a 
favorite place for them to visit. This Rescue facility 
specializes in recovery of injured large cats such as 
lions, tigers, etc. A part of their time away will 
include visits to Eureka Springs and Branson. 
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Mary Jane Johnson asked us to convey heart-felt 
thanks to everyone for the wonderful acts of 
kindness and sympathy expressed to her and her 
family during and since the time of Joe's death. She 
said she is doing as well as can be expected under 
the conditions. At present, she expects to continue 
living in Lexington where she has so many friends 
and good neighbors. Her children continue to come 
as often as possible to assist in taking care of things 
needing attention. Please continue to remember 
Mary Jane and family in your prayers and an 
occasional note of encouragement would be so 
appreciated. 
 
The Elliotts  have had a busy summer. It's hard to 
believe fall is here. We had a nice vegetable garden 
which kept us busy. We froze and canned the 
produce that we didn't give away. We also stayed 
busy keeping the weeds out of the flower beds. 
Glenn is enjoying his ministry at Gadsden. For a 
small church, it's stays very busy. We made a trip to 
North Carolina for Glenn's family reunion and 
enjoyed seeing all the nieces and nephews and their 
children. On the way home, we spent a couple of 

days in Gatlinburg and 
enjoyed going to The 
Tennessee Shindig at 
Pigeon Forge where 

Stephen Whitson from Trimble, is Co-host. We've 
known Steven since he was a little boy and have 
watched him grow up. It was a fun filled, musical 
show that we truly enjoyed.  Afterwards, Steven 
took us to see his new home which he had already 
decorated for Christmas from top to bottom. It was 
lovely and made me (Jo) want to come home and 
start decorating. Glenn and the boys have been 
working at the farm recently, getting ready for deer 
season. We hope everyone enjoys the beautiful fall 
weather and sights we are beginning to see and feel. 
 
Jerry and Beverly Hassell report a wonderful 
summer with good health and a great ministry at 
Alamo. They made a trip to St. Louis with friends 
and took-in a couple of Cardinal - Brewer's 
baseball games. A good friend is one of the players 
on the Brewer's team. While in St. Louis, they 
visited friends there and in parts of Illinois. In the 
latter part of October, they will be taking a trip to 
Harrisburg, KY, where they look forward to visiting 
a Shaker Community. 

 
We were unable to reach Shirley Hinson or Rufus 
and Sarah Moore. 

 
 

DYERSBURG  AREA  
Pat Calhoun – Reporter  

 
I learned that Richard Denton is 
doing well and his foot is healing 
nicely; however, he had a 3-day 
stay in the hospital with an infection.  He and Viola 
enjoy attending Newbern UMC. Their big news was 
the celebration of Richard’s 50 years in the 
ministry! It was quite a lovely potluck affair at the 
church with about 120 attending, including about 27 
of his family and relatives. He received a print of 
the Newbern Church and a money tree! 
 
Ralph and Dene Gunter were pleased to host 
Hugh Barksdale for revival services at Finley 
October 4-7. They also celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on October 10 with a 
reception given in their honor. 
 
Faye Howard spent a week with “the kids” in 
Memphis. While there, she was able to visit with a 
90 year-old friend at Stantonville. They met when 
Faye’s husband, W.C., was in the ministry and was 
sent there to preach.  It was a good visit. 
 
Catherine Williams enjoyed Stephen coming up 
for a visit. She worked several days at the Obion 
County Fair in August. 
 
I learned from friend (Faye Howard who is a 
member of the Hornbeak UMC where Richard 
Carruth  preaches) that Richard visited friends in 
Camden and journeyed to Shiloh for a visit.  It was 
a nice outing.  He misses Patsy very much. 
 
Pat Calhoun has been taking china painting lessons 
for 7-8 weeks from Barbara Walker in 
Ripley. She entered several craft items in 
the Obion County Fair and won not only a 
blue ribbon on a vase she painted but also 
“Best of Show!” That was thrilling as there 
were many beautiful hobby and hand-crafted items.  
We “flunked” retirement again! After serving at 
Greenfield UMC for a year, we were “free” for 
about 2 months when the D.S. asked Jim to “fill-in” 
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at South Fulton-Oak Hill-Pisgah after pastor Linda 
McKnight decided to get training to be a chaplain. 
We’re still planning to take a week’s trip in October 
to the new England States to see the scenery. We’ll 
travel by tour bus with the local 2nd Baptist Church. 
A couple from Tulsa, OK, are driving up to go with 
us. 

 
 

NASHVILLE  AREA  NEWS 
     Jerry Carr – Reporter 

 
Daly Thompson has had a busy 
summer as pastor of Johnson's 

Chapel, and he reports that his family members are 
all well.  Two BIG items he is looking forward to 
are an October trip to Florida and a trip to The Holy 
Land in January! 
  
Bob and Cynthia Moore stay busy with family and 
church activities.  They recently took a week-long 
trip to Florida, and they are going to Arkansas soon 
to help celebrate Cynthia's mother's 90th birthday! 
  
Dave and Patsy Hilliard are settling-in as 
Williamson Countians.  Patsy, Hank, and Amy have 
recently joined Christ United Methodist Church in 
Franklin, and Dave has helped to organize and to 
teach a new Sunday School Class there.  He has 
also been doing some consultations on church 
financial campaigns, including a current job for 
North Scottsdale UMC in Arizona.  Patsy is 
enjoying quality time with their grandchildren! 
 
Jerry and Dot Carr  have enjoyed a good summer -
 no BIG trips -  just some golf, some teaching, some 
preaching, some outings with friends!  Jerry 

preached at Andrew 
Price Memorial 
UMC for pastor 
John Meeks one 
Sunday in August, 
while John was re-
cooping from knee 
surgery.  Their 

greatest concern presently is for their son-in-law, 
James Winston Flannery, who has a cancerous 
tumor in his esophagus.  Radiation and Chemo 
treatments have begun, in hopes of shrinking the 
tumor prior to surgery.  YOUR prayers are 
respectfully requested.  And, thanks. 

  
OTHERS received recorded messages requesting 
return calls with news, but with no response.... 
  
 

JACKSON  AREA  #3 
Walter German - Reporter 

 
John and Bobbie Clarke enjoyed 
the visit of  Pete & Nina Thacker.  
Bobbie and Nina  are cousins and 
both are  retired teachers.  Until 

now, their teaching duties made it impossible for 
them to visit at this time of year.  John, Pete, Dossie 
Wheatley & Walter German played in the 
UMMen’s Golf Scramble in Brownsville and placed 
2nd in the second flight!  They each received a prize 
(such as a box of golf balls, an umbrella, etc.)  The 
Oak Grove Church, which John is pastoring in his 
12th year, celebrated its annual Homecoming on 
October 11th.    
 
Joan Eichoff  had only good news…her family is 
doing well and she gets to see them regularly.  
Everyone seems to be happy in her retirement 
village atmosphere in north Jackson.  
 
Hiram Harrison  was preparing for Charge 
Conference when I talked with Michelle.  She is a 
Lambuth University professor and gave a very 
positive report on the ways things are going at LU.  
They spent vacation time with a son earlier in the 
year. 
 
Benny and Gail Hopper will be taking a 50th 
wedding anniversary trip in late October.  (They 
celebrated their actual anniversary back in August 
when their family gave a reception in their honor at 
Grace UMC)  They’ll stay at Fairfield Glade near 
Crossville, visit Duke University, and then travel to 
Kitty Hawk, NC.  Benny is currently serving as the 
interim pastor of Henderson First-Trinity until 
January 1st. 
 
Cecil and Tharon Kirk remain busy.  Cecil is a 
part-time staff member of Jackson First UMC, 
shepherding older adults of the congregation.  
Tharon is active in the Community Gardens 
program in Jackson.  The program was not as 
successful as they had envisioned, but plans are 
under way for better participation in the year to 
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come.  By the way, they’re expecting a new 
grandbaby next month! 
 
We wish Harold Montgomery a speedy recovery 
from a total knee replacement.  Linda is making 
sure he keeps up his therapy routines. 
 
 Harrell and Alice Phillips had to miss the 
Retirees’ Retreat because he was in a jury duty pool 
and his status was uncertain from one day until the 
next.  (He probably had the “standby uncertainty 
blues!”  Harold, I experienced your situation in 
January and February of this year) 
 
Donna and I enjoyed the Retirees’ Retreat at 
Lakeshore. The attendance was good, and I can only 
imagine what it could have been like if more had 
attended.  I hope more of you will attend in our next 
retreat, October 5-6, 2010.  We visited our Indiana 
grandsons, Allen & Collin, children of our daughter 
Dianna and husband Jeffrey.  Since I was serving 
two small churches the past two months, it was hard 
to work-in a time to visit them. My interim ended 
the last of September.  Perhaps we’ll be able to visit 
our grandsons more often now.  We celebrated our 
47th Wedding Anniversary on Aug. 25th.  We visited 
my home church, Antioch in Fayette County, on 
October 11th for Homecoming.  We’re planning a 
trip to east Tennessee the 1st part of November.  We 
wish you all a pleasant harvest and Thanksgiving 
season! 
 

PADUCAH  AREA – PART II 
Vida McClure - Reporter 

 
Paul and Ora Bell Peck reported a 
busy -- but enjoyable -- season since our last report.  
In August, they visited with Ora Bell’s cousin who 
lives in Arkansas. Ora Bell said they had not seen 
her in something like ten years and her cousin is 
now in her 80’s but very healthy and mentally alert. 
Ora Bell referred to her as “a spring chicken.” 
 After that visit, they returned home to Paducah and 
packed the camper!  This time, it was off to the lake 
for a wonderful relaxing time. Later, Paul 
conducted a wedding for a great nephew in the 
Palma community.  It was not only a wedding but 
also a family reunion.  It was held in the garden of a 
‘master gardener’ whose handiwork was spread 
over a seven-acre plot landscaped with flowers, 
fountains and statues.  The reception was extended 

in the garden setting.  What a beautiful site!  On 
September 29th, Paul preached at St. Paul Church in 
Wingo. They were celebrating their 140th 
anniversary.  The church was full – the balcony and 
extended Sunday school rooms were 
all packed.  After the service, they 
gathered on the lawn and released 
140 balloons into the air.   October 
11, Paul and Ora Bell attended 
church with their daughter in 
Henderson, Kentucky, as they were celebrating the 
church’s 100th anniversary. After all that visiting 
and running, home really looked good...a place to 
kick your shoes off – and doze in the recliner!  
Physically, Paul is doing well.  He does not return 
to the doctor until April. Ora Bell had her annual 
physical and received the green light “READY TO 
GO” sign. 
 
Although I did not hear from Calvin and Judy 
Clark, I can report that they celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary on October 3rd at the 
Visitor’s Center at Columbus Belmont Park.  Calvin 
and Judy moved from Clinton to Shelbyville, KY, 
the end of September.  They have a daughter who 
lives near there.  Their new address is:  
  608 Hawthorn Avenue,  
  Shelbyville, KY;  
their telephone number is 502-436-0630; and email 
judyandcalvin@hotmail.com.  I, along with the 
rest of the retirees, wish them much happiness in 
their new home and continued joy in their marriage.   
 
Phillip and Vida McClure  are like so many of you 
-- still involved in church and community -- far 
from retired!  Do you ever wonder why you delay 
doing something that would be enjoyable; you 
would like to do but simply don’t seem to find the 
time on your calendar? This year Phillip and I 
decided we would put the Clergy Retiree Retreat on 
our calendar and then protect the date. We are so 
glad we did. It was a great time for both of us.  I felt 
bad that I opted to miss the night session.  But 
Phillip reminded me that a retreat is just that!  You 
don’t HAVE to follow the schedule if you need to 
take care of yourself. I am glad Aaron is back in the 
states after his vacation/pulpit exchange.  I will 
simply say that I was BUSY even after the British 
pastor came on board. Phillip is pastoring at Corinth 
Church in Cunningham while I am still at Clinton.  
On Sundays, occasionally our paths will cross.  I 
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have filled the pulpit at Arlington/Bardwell two or 
three times since our last report.  I have also had ear 
surgery at the Shea Clinic this year but have 
experienced some negative results and am still 
struggling with the results.  Phillip and I went to 
Lake Junaluska for the Older Adult Wisdom and 
Grace Seminar in August.  The middle of August, 
he and I enjoyed ‘a first’ as we shared the 
responsibilities/joys of preaching for revival 
services at Wesley Church.  In July, Janet and Jen 
(daughter and granddaughter) from Florida spent 
the week with us.  We enjoyed having family 
pictures made at our home in preparation for our 
50th Wedding Anniversary which will be in 
December.  (I fear what those daughters of ours are 
planning.  They have told me to stay clear of that 
business!)  Yesterday – October 8 – I completed a 
two or three month project – along with the help of 
Cathy Burkhead from Reidland UMC as we 
prepared and executed the Paducah District Older 
Adult Rally – a first for our district and I believe for 
any district in our conference. It was great!  Now 
Cathy and I are busy with 
more plans for the district!  
Tonight – a plan of 
relaxation and peace!  As 
we have dinner together 
and then sit back in our 
seats at the Carson Center 
and soak in the restful 
music of the Celtic Woman!   
 
To those in the district whom I did not contact by 
telephone Glyn and Sara Cope, Kendrick Lewis, 
Mary Riley, Rachel Siress, Margaret Thomas, 
Mary Warren, and Martha Traylor  – I’m sorry!  
I simply ran out of time.  I will try to do better next 
quarter.    Blessings and Peace to each of you!     
 

 
MURRAY  AREA  NEWS 
Jenna Garland – Reporter 

 
Fay Garrett didn't have any news—
just that they are all doing fine.  

That’s good news! 
  
I couldn't reach Nell Dotson or the Hills but I  
know that Glenn is filling the pulpit at South 
Pleasant Grove for Bro. Robert Jetton who is being 
treated for a brain tumor. 

Fil & Betty  Boston have had real bad colds but 
both are better. 
  
Bob Saywell says he and Doris have no outstanding 
news, he is still visiting for the 1st UMC at Murray 
and they are all well. 
  
Carol Craig and I had a wonderful time at the 
Retirees’ Retreat at Lakeshore.  We had wonderful 
entertainment and fellowship. Carol is preparing for 
her 50th Famington High School class reunion.  She 
is real excited about that. 
  
I hope everyone enjoys News & Views as much as I 
do.  I read it from cover to cover and sometimes I 
read it on line, too.  The editors do such a wonderful 
job with publishing this quarterly. Thanks so much 
and I hope you (the editors) have a wonderful trip.  
Be sure and take lots of pictures to show us. God 
bless everyone. 
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Darrylin and Charles Parker have had a 
wonderful  2009 to-date!  They celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary twice this year -- 1st going to 
Gatlinburg on the Anniversary date of April 18, and 
then on June 21st, they were honored by Charles' 
brother and family with a joint 50th wedding 
anniversary reception with Charles' sister, 
Rheanetta, and her husband, Charles Coleman,  at  
First United Methodist Church in Murray.  In 

May, they celebrated a 50th 
High School Reunion at 
Ryan's in Murray.  Darrylin 
created a Memory Book for 
each of the classmates and 
presided over the festivities 
with Charles in charge of 
the program.  Everyone 
wants to come together 

again in five more years.  Charles, Darrylin, 
Darrylin's mother and Charles' sister went on 
vacation to Mackinaw Island in August and 
thoroughly enjoyed the trip.  Other sights on this 
road trip included French Lick, Indiana (Larry Bird 
land); the Dutch Village and Harbor in Holland, 
Michigan; the Chrysler Museum in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan; The House on the Rock near Spring 
Green, Wisconsin; the Wind Point Lighthouse, near 
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Racine, Wisconsin, and all the beautiful scenery 
along the way. 
 

Frank Lewis McRae was among 5 
recipients honored by the Methodist 
Healthcare Foundation during the 
2009 Living Awards Benefit. Frank 
was recognized for Community 
Inspiration in Faith & Health, St. 
John’s UMC. “Throughout his life, 
the Rev. Frank McRae has been a 

champion, a pioneer, and a visionary of diversity as well 
as an outspoken promoter of equality for both 
individuals and ideals. His unassuming strong leadership 
has contributed to the well-being, growth, and current 
success of the Church Health Center and Methodist 
Healthcare….Another endeavor of Rev. McRae’s is 
being Director of Community Outreach for Open Arms, 
the corporate charity of Mid-America  Apartment 
Communities. Open Arms provides free  housing to 
patients obtaining medical treatment away from their 
homes” (Credit: Sept. 18, ‘09 Memphis Conference UM Reporter). 

 
RETIREES’  RETREAT  REPORT 

 
Twenty-nine retirees enjoyed the annual retreat at 
Lakeshore.  We welcomed our newest attendees:  
Loretta and Dick Haley, Tharon & Cecil Kirk, 
Vida and Phil McClure;  Judy & Sam Pace, 
Darrylin and Charles Parker…and, after a long 
absence,  the return of Bev and Joyce Farnsworth.   
 
Paul McAdoo kept us laughing 
as he amazed us with his magic 
and his ventriloquist friend 
“Wally.”  Art Wheeler, a 
layman from Grace UMC, 
Jackson, wowed us with his 
original compositions, as he 
played his guitar and sang 
“Bible Stories Set to Music.” 
Everyone enjoyed the 
food…and how about that 
afternoon ice cream fest!  We 
were inspired by powerful worship moments led by 
Cecil Kirk , Dick Haley and Charles Parker.  
Tharon Kirk shared great health tips and Shelia 
Owens made us feel “special” with her insights 
regarding our pensions and insurance programs. We 
were ably led by President Jim Calhoun, while his 
wife, Pat, led our fun activities. We left knowing 
God really “loves us;” that we “touch more people 
than we realize;” and that the eighteen persons 
memoralized were far more than a “list of names.” 
We enjoyed “greetings” from Ruth Mischke in 
Washington State wishing she could be with 
us…and we responded with a greeting of our own.  
For a program well done, we salute program chair 
and vice president Benny Hopper!!  

Rev. Kenton Burnette’s church, Parks 
Chapel in Fayette County, supplement 
their apportionments with gift bags to 
residents in the nursing home at Bolivar, 
the patients in Somerville Health Care 
and women in the local county jail. 
 
Louise Snipes Wheeler says, “It’s never too late to find 
the love of your life!”  On June 7th, she and Casper 
Brown, her high school sweetheart from Niceville, 
Florida, were married at Brown’s UMC (Jackson) where 
Louise has been a longtime member.  She had professed 
her love for him in a letter when she was 16, but he 
never received it…so with no response from him, she 
“wrote him off!”   Now in their 80s, they say they 
“always knew they had a place in each other’s lives! 
We’re very happy and like the same things.”  Louise 
enjoys quilting and machine embroidery. Casper retired 
from the FAA after 32 years as an Environmental 
Engineer.  He also owned and operated a heating and air 
conditioning business in Bartlett which his son now 
operates.  Their new address is:  Mr. & Mrs. Casper 
Brown, 1972 Westbriar Dr., Cordova, TN 38016, and 
their phone:  901-616-1041 
 
Clarence O. “Hamp” Hampton will be long 
remembered for his many contributions to the 

Memphis Conference.  Many of us 
will remember him from his days 
of directing us in the activities at 
the old Lakeshore Camping 
facility. 
 
Sympathy is extended to Hal and 

Pauline “Polly” Sessions upon the sudden death of 
their 53 year-old son,� Paul Meek Sessions of 
Gallatin, TN, on August 17th.  Paul suffered a 
massive heart attack.  He was Director of Inbound 
Logistics for Macy's Inc.  Burial was in Memory 
Hill Gardens, Ellendale. 
��
Glen Anderson, the widow of the 
Rev. Denver Anderson and the 
mother of Martha Holifield of 
Lakeshore, turned 95 on October 
16th.  She was showered with 
cards at her Mockingbird Hill 
residence in Eva.   
 
Mary C. Wright  made a different kind of pastoral 
move in June. She moved into the Pickwick 
parsonage when her son Keith was appointed pastor 
at Pickwick.  She says, “I love it!  The people are 
nice and friendly.  But I miss the folks at The 
Jackson Meadow” (where she resided prior to her 
move). She enjoys seeing Doris Edwards at 
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church.  A lady took her “cruising down the river” 
to see the Pickwick homes on Pickwick Lake along 
the Tennessee River. The Campbell family had their 
annual reunion and all 8 children are still living and 
were present, which she regards as quite 
“miraculous.”   
 
On-going Stricker Saga – In last quarter’s newsletter, 
reporter Jacque Stricker “spilled 
the beans” on hubby Harold’s fall 
down an embankment at night, 
landing him in the Emergency 
Room for stitches. Look closely and 
you’ll see that Harold  has his own 
way of exacting retribution!  Jacque 
showed up at the Retirees’ Retreat with “a shiner.”   
Jacque, hope that black eye will soon be well! 
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Memorial Information:  Memorials for Bonnie 
Sue (Mrs. Clayton) Davis may be made to the 
Davis Chapel Cemetery, P.O. Box 243, 
Huntingdon, TN 38344. 
 
Memorials may be designated for Cora Ann Hood, 
surviving spouse of the late Reverend Carl C. Hood 
for the Communion Fund at First United Methodist 
Church, 16 McTyeire, McKenzie, TN 38201 or the 
Meals on Wheels program and/or the American 
Cancer Society, breast cancer research, affiliate in 
your community. 
 
Memorials for J. Reeves Locke may 
be sent to Somerville First United 
Methodist Church, 202 S. East St., 
Somerville, TN 38068, and Joyner's 
Campground Association, c/o Mrs. 
June Walker, Jr., 3690 Yum Yum 
Road, Somerville, TN 38068. 

Nancy Wheatley will have a knee 
replacement in Huntingdon on October 
26. We’ll find out if Dossie can cook 
and care for the little lady. Get well soon! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to GAIL and BENNY 
HOPPER on their 50th Wedding Anniversary!  A 
lovely reception was 
given in their honor 
by their four children: 
Keith, Kelly, Wendy 
and John, at Grace 
UMC, Jackson on 
August 23, 2009.  
Other retirees spotted: 
Dave/Patsy Hilliard, Joe and Mary Ann Piercey, 
John and Ann Archer, Jerry and Ann Jeffords,  
Dossie and Nancy Wheatley, Alystine Hare, & 
Russell and Carroll Gallimore. The Hoppers are 
celebrating with a trip the last of October.  Best wishes 
for many, many more! 
 
 
 
 
HOW TO TELL AGE:  [Submitted by Harrell Warren, 
a faithful on-line reader and a former member of this 
Conference now residing in Florida] 
When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly 
replied, "I'm not sure." "Look in your underwear, 
Grandpa," he advised, "mine says I'm 4 to 6." 
      
KIDS IN CHURCH: [from Barbara Moorehead] 
3-year-old Reese:  “Our Father, Who does art in heaven, 
Harold is His name.  Amen.” 
 
A PASTOR’S WIFE’S TALE…SMILE!   
They say that a preacher's wife is always his number one 
assistant.  An example of this comes one Sunday morning 
after the preacher had just finished his sermon.�  He went 
and sat down with his wife and she asked him how he 
thought the church service went.  The Preacher shrugged 
and said, "The worship was excellent, and I think the 
prayer and communion times went quite well, but," he 
continued, "I just don't think the sermon ever got off the 
ground."  The wife looked over at him, and before she 
could stop herself, she said, "Well, it sure did taxi long!” 
 
SECRET  TO  SUCCESSFUL   MARRIAGE:  
Ricky, age 10, was asked “HOW  WOULD YOU MAKE 
A MARRIAGE WORK?” He answered, “Tell  your wife 
that she looks pretty, even if she looks like a dump truck!”  



 16 

Non-Profit Org.                                                    
U.S. Postage                                

PAID                        
Jackson, TN  38305  

Permit No. 401 

Memphis Conference Connectional Ministries                  
24 Corporate Blvd.   
Jackson, TN 38305-2315 

Return Service Requested  

Reader: send mailing address changes to                                                   
the Connectional Ministries Office address above 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER  NEWS ‘N’ VIEWS 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

&���� ������� ����� ���� )� ������+�
)��������,���-���.�/��	

�0���
*�� �� 1�)�� #��� ��������� *������
2��'0� ����3 �� &��� (� ��"�� %���$�
4�������� (� �������� %��'����
1������� ������� !���� ��������
�������� !���������� ������
!�����"0� � &����� 3�� ����"�+�� 5���
�6������+���������������������0�

*����1 �)���� ����2��'$�2��"���'�1�3����4��'������0�7�""����1 �)����������
%��'�����������!�������������������������#�������%� ���7������$�����3���
1�)����������������8������5�������9�����������5���� �����:����3������4�����
!�������;�"��7����������"�1�'����������������0�

 

 

 


